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‘The bassof
socialismisthehuman
being... Socialismis
themovement to
restorehumanbeing’'s
consciouswill.’

- Mansoor Hekmat
The great Marxist
thinker and leader of the
Worker-communist Party
and worker-communist
movement, 1951-2002
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Mansoor Hekmat and
women'semandpation

‘Discrimination againg women
isahallmark of theworld today’ .
‘The Worker-communist party
struggles for the full and
uncondiitional equality of wormen
andmen, theimmediaterepealing
of all laws and regulations that
violate this principle’

The above are the words of
Mansoor Hekmat, the great
Marxig thinker and leader of the
Worker-communist movement.
Those who are familiar with and
haveread hiswork, havelisened
to his speeches, and known him
persondly will recognise his
uncompromising, direct and
profound humanist voice. He
wasaunique Marxist leader who
cannot be separated from the

history of his time as he has
influenced and affected it. He
based his theories on humanity
and human interest regardless of
X, race, nationdity and religion
and managed to change people's
expectationsandattitudestowards
life wherever hiswritings and his
voice reached. As far as the
women’'s movement s
concerned, hisidesshaveprovided
the best guiding light for activigs
in this field. He has ether been
directly or indirectly involved in
the establishment, expansion and
launching of campaigns againgt
sexud gpartheid in Iran, stoning,
and Idamic laws. As in many
other areas, he was path bresking,
innovative and origina in his
grugglefor equdity andwomen's

emancipation.

Zhoobin Razani (Mansoor
Hekmat) was born into an
educated, middle class family in
Tehranin 1951. Hisfather wasa
civil servant and lectured a the
University of Tehran; hismother
a heed teacher and later lawyer.
Hegrew upplayingfootbdl inthe
ved yet un-built aress of Tehran,
enjoying the freedoms of
childhood. Like many boys his
age his ambition was to become
afootbd | player.Hejoinedfootball
teamsand played severd matches
for his schools. He was more of
an out-door boy and rebd than a
teacher’ spet. Y et hedid very well
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A ceremony to
announce the
establishment of
the Organisation
for Women’'s
Liberation will be
heldonSaturday 24
December 2002in
Londonat 2:00pm.
Speakers at the
ceremony are the
organisation’s
founder, Azar
Majedi, and Mina
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Ahadi, bothveteransof thewomen' sliberation movement. Theceremony will beheldat theMeeting Room,
Manor House, 316 Green Lanes, London N4. For more information, contact Azar Mgjedi, +44 (0)
7789801250 or e-mail: azarmg edi @yahoo.com.
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atschool andachievedgreatmarks
inhisstudies. Hewas particularly
good a maths.

Politicaly, hisfamily wasmainly
opponents to the Iranian
monarchs and in favour of
secular, left ideas. Religion,
superdtitions and sexism were
chdlengedinhisfamily; naturdly
a a very young age he became
familiar with and treasured
concepts like socidism, freedom
and equdity. He followed the
eventsof Vietnam and the Cuban
revolution closdy, as these were
issues that concerned his
generation. Zhoobin had an
independent mother who worked
as a teacher and lawyer, an
authoritative grandmother who
wasinchargeof theadminidration
of alarge hospitd in Tehran, and
aunts who were al educated and
modern women. Naturdly, in his
family, traditiond gender roles
and gender diversities were
modifiedandhegrew upregarding
women as equd human beings.
Thiscertainly left apogtivemark
onhimandinfluencedhispolitical
ideas. According to him, in a
society where women are
degraded and humiliated, men
cannot be freed either.

Giving up the prospect of
becoming a footbdl player, he
enteredtheUniversity of Shirezto
gudy economics and very soon
found himsdlf readingand getting
to know the greet thinkers of the
world, such as Smith, Hegd and
Marx. ‘The universty did not
make me join in any politicd
movement at thetime, but it made
meaMarxis. When | graduated,
| conddered mysdf a Marxist’
(A close up interview with
Mansoor Hekmat, by Ali Javadiin
2001). It was, however, in 1973,
when he went to England for his
postgraduatestudiesthat Zhoobin
sated reading Marx in a more
seriousmanner andwentinsearch
of answers to his fundamenta
guedtions. In Marx’s work, he
discovered a human-based
ideology, which had been

forgotten by traditional left
thinkers who were influenced
mainly by the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe, or China's
Maoism that in his view had
nothing to do with socidism and
Marxism. Apart fromitsscientific
and concise economic theories, it
wasMarx' srevolutionary practice
and its endeavour to change the
unjust world and build a better
one based on human interests
that attracted Zhoobin's young,
searchingmind. ForhimMarxism
was a way forward in
emancipating humankind from
exploitation and inequdity in the
form of wage davery and a the
same time from religion,
superdtition, nationdism and all
other degrading idess and rules.
As he read on, he redised how
Marxism hasbeenmisinterpreted,
mi srepresented and
misunderstood by movements
of classes other than working
class.

Luckily, the 70s were dill the
years of rebelling and radical
movementsin Britainand Europe
andtheyoung generationwasill
enjoying the freedoms and
achievements gained in the past
two decades. Zhoobin joined
discussion groups and explored
modt | eft-wing organisations. He
ligened to different versgons of
Marxism, thought about various
interpretations of it and dudied
the nationd, radica movements
tha cdled themsdves Marxig.
Y et hewas determined to refer to
Marx directly. He insisted on
reading Marx independently and
learning from Marx himsdlf.

Hestudied hispostgraduate a the
University of Canterbury inKert,
didhisMA a BahUniversty and
was haf way through his PHD
when the revolution broke out in
Iran and he retuned to the heart of
eventstotest hisfindingsand play
hispartinhistory. “1wassupposed
to write about the ‘ Development
of cgpitdigminIran’ for my PHD
thess. From Tehran | wrote to
my tutor in London and told him:

| intended to stay in Iran, because
what | wanted to write my thesis
about was dready happening at
that time. He wrote back and
wished me luck.”

There was of course more to
Zhoohin's life than poalitics and
reading rooms. He was a
passonate, lively character, loved
music, playedtheguitar andwrote
songs. He enjoyed comedy and
satire and reed mystery books.

In 1979 at thetime of revolution,
he began hisjaoint life with Azar
Maedi. The par had a lot in
common. In addition to being a
young, lovely and ambitious
couple, they were both from
educated, leftist families and had
dmilar politicd interests. Azar
Majedi was an activig in the
women'smovement and worked
with anti-gpartheid organisations
when studying French Literature
and International Relations
abroad. According to Azar, this
was' abeatiful life whichlasted
24yearsuntil thedesthof Zhoobin
in July 2002.

In 1979 Zhoobin and his friend
Hamid Taghvaie formed an
organisation caled the Union of
Communist Militants (UCM),
which published ajournd cdled
‘Towards Socialism’ that
discussedthemodt pressingissues
of Revolutionary Marxiam and
the revolutionary society of that
time. Thanksto therevolutionary
environment between February
1979 and June 1981, therewasa
semi-democratic climate that
dlowed Revolutionary Marxism
to spread throughout the country.
Zhoohin's controversia ideas
managed to attract aconsderable
amount of attentioninnotime. He
wrote severd essays, books and
artidesdiscussingthekey subjects
of revolution.

Populism was dominant among
the Iranian |€ft, the mgority of
whichwaslegitimisngitsdefence
of the reactionary Islamic
government asan anti-imperidist

tactic. Zhoobin wrote ‘ The myth
of progressive national
bourgeois€ abrilliant adaptation
of ' DasCapitd’, criticisinglranian
capitalism and its counter-
revolutionary regime.

In dune 1981, the new Idamic
government launched a savage
ondaught and arrested, tortured
and killed thousands of
communists and opponents of
the government. What happened
on 20 June 1981 was
unprecedented in Iran’s
contemporary history in its
barbarism and crudty. The days
after that were dark and bloody.
Y oung girls were raped in prison
hours before their execution,
bodieswereburiedinmassgraves
miles away from public
cemeteries; even mourning for
one's loved ones was forbidden
and dangerous. Prisons were
overcrowded and tortures were
beyond comprehension.

Narrowly escaping prison and
deeth, Zhoobin and his partner,
Azar Mgjedi, along with the
remaining UCM leadership, went
to liberated aress of Kurdistan in
1982, where a revolutionary
organisation, Komala, was
involved in an armed druggle
againg the Idamic regime. It
wasthereand thenthat hebecame
Mansoor Hekmeat and found the
Communig Party of Iran (CP),
uniting different fractions and
organisations of Revolutionary
Marxist groups. Inthedraft of the
CPI’s programme, which he
wrote in 1983, he specificaly
points to the eradication of
discriminatory laws against
women and advocaes complete
equd rights for women and men.

Mansoor Hekmat's party and
ideashashad agreet influence on
the lives of Kurdish women.
Thanks to the CPI's guerrilla
organisation, the idea of equdity
was widdy spread in Kurdish
regions, wherewomenweremost
oppressed under primitive, tribal
andrdigioustraditions. It wasthis
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party under Hekmet's leedership
that for the first time alowed
womentojointhearmedresistance
and equally take part in the fight
against the central oppressive
Idamic government. This was a
new development for Kurdish
society in which women had
adways played amargind rolein
politicd life. Perusngequaityand
women rights was not essy and
took a long time to establish
modern, civilised and progressive
vaues and get women into the
higher ranksof the party. Women
hed to fight inequdity and anti-
women traditions not only in the
society and against the
government, but aso within the
party and againg its nationdist
fections, for whom the guerrilla
tradition was a mae business.

Those who have worked closdy
with Mansoor Hekmat do
remember how important the
issues of egudity were for him.
He was sendtive and impatient
about the patriarcha tendency
among guerrillas and criticised it
onevery occasi on. Heencouraged
women to participate in party
discussions, writein party organs
and take up important positions.

His down to earth character, his
modest and approachable
persondity and hisfun and witty
manners made him loved by
everyone. He was someone to
turn to; no matter how young or
old onewas or what his pogtion
in the party was, Mansoor
Hekmat (known dso as Nader)
trested everyone as hisequa and

with respect.

Mansoor Hekmat's writings are
unique, both in style and
origindity. The mgority of his
writings have become dlassics of
Marxism in Iran. Hamid
Taghvae, his lifdong comrade,
describes his writings, as ‘dear,
sharp, down to earth and
profound. His style of writing is
lucid and lively. They remain
intelligible even when hissubject
matter is the most abstract

theoretica issues. His prose like
the content of his writings is
unprecedented in Iran’'s political
literature” Among his most
famous writings are ‘' The Myth
of Progressive National
Bourgeoisie’, ‘The peasant
movement after the Imperidist
solution of the agrarian question
in lran’, ‘The prospect of
dedtitution and theMarxist theory
of crises’, ‘Democracy:
interpretations and realities,
‘Nationadlism and the Kurdish
guestion’, ‘Our differences’,
‘Heab-gate, ‘ The gory dawn of
the new world order’ and ‘The
world after 11 September’.

He went back to Europein 1984,
il leading the party. Despite his
struggles to move the party
forward and make it a strong
front in representing the Iranian
working class and revolutionary
movement, the party proved
unable to fulfil Hekmat’'s
expectations. The nationalist
factioninddethe party which had
kept quiet for many years found
a good opportunity to make its
voiceheardin 1991 after the Gulf
war, when the Iragi Kurdish
partiesmanaged to take control in
some pats of Iragi Kurdigan. A
heated debate darted and articles
were written to take forth the
debate. Hekmat wrote ‘ Only two
sepsback’, discussing the nature
of Kurdish nationdism and the
way it was a serious obgtadle in
the path towards a worker-
communist movement.

Findlyin 1991 helefttheCPl and
founded a new party cdled the
Worker-communist Party of
Iran. The mgority of members
and cadres of his old party
followedinhisfootsepsandjoined
his new party. This was the
mog daring decison one could
make, consdering the period in
which this took place. It was
when the so-cdled new world
order was taking the world by
gormand cdebraingthecollgpse
of ‘communism’. These were
hard timesto beacommunigt and

to defend Marxism, times in
which most traditional left
movements were finding ways
to get rid of their Marxist
backgrounds and adding
democratic suffixes to their
names. But Hekmat was far-
sighted and knew the anti-
communist celebration and
parades would not take long. He
srongly believed that whilethere
is a dass society, there would
always be class struggle and
Marxism would dwaysbe away
forward for humankind. ‘They
sy socidism has been defeated
0 that they may defeet it; thet
communism has ended, o that
they may end it. Thee are the
bourgeoisie’'s war cries and
blugter; the cruder their sound,
the more they confirm
communism’s validity as a
potentid working class threet to
bourgeoissociety’ (Marxism and
the World Today, February
1992). AlthoughtheEasternbloc
had nothing to do with
communism and according to
Mansoor Hekmat was only state
cgpitdiam, yet its defeet directly
affected the communist
movementintheworld. Hekmeat's
newly formed party was only &
the beginning of a long difficult
path. It was his passonate belief
in Marxism as the only way for
the emancipation of humankind,
hisunderstandingof worldpoalitics
and his accurate judgement thet
kept the party draight and strong
during those years and brought it
out stronger and hedthier than
ever.

In 1993, the International
Campaign for the Defence of
Women's Rights in Iran
(ICDWRI) was founded by a
number of party activigs. This
organisation aimed to raise
awareness about women and
mobiliseinternationd solidarityin
order to fight against sexua
gpartheid in Iran. This campaign
washasedinSwvedenanddthough
it wasan organisation specificaly
to defend women' srightsin Iran,
it soon got involved in activities

regarding the Stuation of women
in so-called Idamic communities
living in European countries.
Honourkillings theldamicveiling
of young children, the degrading
conditions of women in Idamist
communities and mogt of dl the
inhumane and racist theory of
culturd rdativism, according to
which al these discriminatory
practices were legitimised, were
criticised and attacked by the
Marxist organisers of this
campaign.

In 1995 Asin Mohammadi a
member of the ICDWRI who
managed to launch a successful
campaign againg honour killings
and Idamic velling and started a
hot debate on these topics, told
Medusa about the warm and
encouraging support she had
received by Mansoor Hekmat,
theparty leader. ‘ Inthiscampaign
many people have supported me,
but Mansoor Hekmat's warm,
encouraging letter was most
vauableto me’

In 1994 Mansoor Hekmat wrote
‘A Beiter World', the programme
of the Worker-communist Party
of Iran (WPI), which was
approved by the WPI's First
Congress. In this programme,
Hekmat emphasises the equdlity
between women and men.
‘Communist equidity isaconcept
much wider than mere equdity
before the law. Communist
equdity isthe red equdlity of all
people in the economic, socid
and political domains. Equdity
not only inpolitica rightsbut dso
in the enjoyment of material
resources and the products of
humanity’s collective effort;
equality in sociad status and
economic relations, equdity not
only beforethelaw, butdsointhe
relations of people with each
other’ (A Better World, p. 36).

Mansoor Hekmat' swritingshave
tackled the question of inequaity
andadvocatedwomen' sliberation
as the barometer of the red
emancipation of human beings.
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He has criticised Iranian culture
and patriarchd traditionsin ‘The
Satelitesand PlasticAl Ahmads .
In this piece of exceptionaly
brilliantwritinghecriticiseslranian
literature as ‘patriarchal,
nationdis, Idam-dricken, anti-
civilization, nogdgic, lamenting,
anti- science, clerica and old
fashioned ... ‘Inthisliterature, if
they aregenerousenoughtopraise
a woman, she is an old dear
granny who sets the table and
cooks traditiona dishes (The
Satdlitesand Plagtic Al Ahmeds,
1997).

Over the years Hekmat managed
tochangethepalitica environment
and the attitudes of the Iranian
oppogtioninexileandingdelran
towards women and ther rolein
society. He is the firg Iranian
politician who used the term
unconditiona equdity of women
and men. Inthe WH, for thefirgt
time, women found themsdlves
equd toothers, withno privileges
or disadvantages asit was put by
Mina Ahadi, member of the
Political Bureau and co-ordinator
of the International Committee
agang Stoning. ‘In the Worker-
communist Paty, | have never
felt being awoman might deprive
mefromanything or privilegeme
inanyway. Thisisthe greet thing
that makes me love this party
(MinaAhadi, inaninterview with
Medusa, 2001).

In his work called ‘Islam,
children's rights and the Hgab-
gate of RahreKargar', Hekmat
criticised the Idamic veil and
defendedtheprohibitionof veiling
of children under the legd age.

According to him, children have
nordigion, or prgudicesandthey
have not chosento bebornintoa
particular family with specific
beliefsandidess. Itisthesociety's
duty to protect children and
provide fair and equal life
conditions for them. ‘No nine
year oldgirl choosestobemarried,

sexually mutilated, serve as
housemaid and cook for themae
members of the family and be
deprived of exercise, educdtion
and play. The child grows up in
thefamily andinsociety according
to established customs, traditions
andregulaionsand automaticaly
learns to accept these idess and
customs as the norms of life. To
gpesk of the choice of theldamic
veil by the child hersdf is a
ridiculous joke’ This vivacity,
ingenuity and originaity are
characteristic of Mansoor
Hekmat's writings and thinking.
Behind those few touching
words, one can eesily recognise
the great heart of a human being
who feds, understands and sees
the pain caused by reactionary,
primitiveand discriminatory laws
and traditions and see his
determinationtoendit,dismising
the attempts of those who try to
find aprogressivesdetordigion
and compromise with it.

Alongside whet he wrote, it was
what he did and what he
encouraged atherstodothat made
himagrest leader. Hedidnot need
to be in authoritative podtions or
have titles to be able to lead the
party. It was his sharp andyses,
accuratepredictions theorigindity
of hisidess, hispassionate hopes,
his patience and his kind and
chearful characterthatmadepeople
trust and follow him
wholeheartedly. Even at times
whenhehadnoofficia leedership
position in the party, he was
consdereditsleader and theparty
would adways unite around his
words.

Mansoor Hekmat was a brilliart,
witty father. Heinvolved himsdif
in every aspect of his children’'s
upbringing. According to his
partner Azar Mgedi, ‘he degply
believed both parents should be
equdly involved in bringing up
children and if someone tried to
say that he was a faher and not

cgpable of looking after children
theway amother could, hewould
be offended’ (A beautiful life,
interviewwithRediol nternationd,
shortly after Mansoor Hekmat's
deeth). Asafriend, hewasrdligble
and helpful. Despite hisbusy life,
hewould find timeto ligento his
friends, tohdpthemwithmoving
house and changing decoretions
or even solving financid crises

Afterayearlongbettlewithcancer,
this remarkable man died on 4
July 2002 at the age of 51, among
his family. He was at the height
of his creativity and his
accomplishmentswhenhisillness
darted. His three last eminent
waorks, ‘1s Communism possible
in Iran?, ‘Rereading of Marx’'s
Capitd’ and ‘The World after
September 11 demondrates the
highly rich and incomparable
andyses of world politics and
regiond drategic leedership. In
his wonderful short life, he has
done a tremendous amount of
work. He has influenced his
society and his surroundings. He
has managed to create a human-
based Marxist movement thet is
unprecedented in the higtory of
Iran and to some extent, the
history of the world. He brought
Marx back to society and kept the
hope of a better life dive during
the darkest times in higory. As
Hamid Taghvaie wrote, ‘The
impact of the immense legecy
that he has left for us will not
remain confined to our time or
our generation. Aslong asthereis
injustice, inequdity, poverty and
exploitaionintheworld, Mansoor
Hekmat and the Worker-
communist movement, whose
banner heraised, will liveon' (A
Short Biogrgphy).

Asfar asthewomen' smovement
and the druggle for equdlity is
concerned, Mansoor Hekmat was
and will be one of the greatest
Marxist thinkers who influenced
this movement immensely. In

Iran, hechangedtheol dfashioned,
backwardthinkingandpetriarchal
traditions of women’s role in
society. Mansoor Hekmat’ swork
has not only brought out the
humanitarian sde of Marxiam,
but it hesdevel opedand expanded
Marxism in many ways. On the
questionof womenandinequdlity,
Mansoor Hekmat hasgonefurther
thanbothMarx and Lenin. Unlike
traditiond left thinking, Hekmat
never pushed women's issues
adde to wait for socidism to be
solved. Inhisview, women could
gain much more even in the
cpitdigt sysem and he tried to
encourage his followers to be
maximdist in that respect and
fight for complete equality
between the sexes. He
encouraged, directed and helped
edablish some very successful
and egalitarian women's
organisations, including the
International Campaign for
Women's Rights in Iran, the
Internetional Committee Againgt
Stoning, the Middle Eastern
Centre for Women's Rights and
the Centre of Women and
Socialism, which publishes
Medusaand hassofar highlighted
a huge number of issues rdding
to the women question.

It is his words that will lead our
movement towards gaining
complete  equality and
emancipation. ‘Declaration of
complete and absolute equdity
between the sexesiswhat wewill
do the moment we saize power.
Weuwill dandfor equdity at work
and in the family, for equal
opportunity in political and socid
life. We will abolish all
discriminetory laws and change
the culture. Women don't haveto
be victims of a backward,
reectionary and discriminatory
cultureif their rightsare protected
by law'. (The above was firs
published in Medusa's English
Soecial, a journal of the Centre
for Women and Socialism)
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