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The Asoat of Idamic Reection in the

‘The bassof
socialismisthehuman
being... Socialismis
themovement to
restorehumanbeing’'s
consciouswill.’

- Mansoor Hekmat
The great Marxist
thinker and leader of the
Worker-communist Party
and worker-communist
movement, 1951-2002

Turkish

Fateh Sheikh

The ascent of the Islamic
Party of ‘ Justice and Devel-
opment’ inthe Turkish elec-
tions of 3 November is the
result of thecritical and des-

ecions

perate situation in that coun-
try and will further the crisis
and desperation. The vast
majority of the votes cast for
thisparty arevotesof disdain
cast against the military-po-
lice, fascist, corrupt to the
core and oppressive ruling
government; it's a protest
vote against economic im-
poverishment and the dread-
ful agony of shattered capi-
talism. Theleadership of this
newly formed, rural and
staunchly right-wing party
knowsthat it owesitsvictory
to the frustration of the gen-
eral voter withitsfailedrival
parties, and not to its ideol-

www.wpibriefing.com

ogy, programme, strategy
and policies. Beforeanything
else and before being asign
of aturning point for Islam
and against a (secular) non-
religioussystem, theelection
isasign of theanxiety of vot-
ers, pressed between therul-
ing nationalist reaction and
Islamic reaction in Turkey’'s
palitics.

Currently, themain dilemma
of Turkish society isthe eco-
nomic crisis and increasing
impoverishment of thework-
ers and the masses of de-
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StudentdeouthPrcxasmlrmContlnue

14 November 2002

On Wednesday 13 Novem-
ber 2002 student and youth
protests continued. More
than 4000 students took part
in a demonstration at the
Amir Kabir University (The
Polytechnic). There was an
over 2000 strong demonstra-
tion outside the university.
Security forces and ‘plain-
clothed’ thugsprevented peo-
ple from entering and leav-
ing the university. The stu-
dent’sdogansincluded: ‘ Iran
will not become Chile!’,
‘Freeall Political Prisoners!’,
‘Khamanei Shame on You,
Relinquish the Helm!’,
‘Khatami, Khatami, Resigna-
tion, Resignation!’, ‘Down

with Tyranny!”. And ‘ Down
with the Taliban bothin Ka-
bul and Tehran!’

The extensive student and
youth demonstrations have
added a new dimension to
the Islamic regime’s crisis,
intensifying the factional
war. Both of the regime's
factions fear the growth of
such protests. They recall
thenightmareof 8 July. They
caution and warn the youth.
Khamanei foolishly threatens
that he will bring in the Is-
lamic thugs. Khatami asks
for calmand the containment
of the demonstration. Both
factions call these protests
‘dangerous . Therecent pro-
testshavequickly spread and

been aimed at the totality of
the regime. The slogans of
these demonstrationsand the
reaction of the regime’s fac-
tionsindicatethe potential and
the power of the protests.

Theregimeisstriving to keep
thedemonstrationswithin the

University and prevent it
from pouring onto the
streets. The 2nd Khordad
supporters (so-called re-
formists) are trying to con-
trol and contain the protest
withintheuniversity and limit
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prived people. It has now
been many years that the
prospect of any economic
development in this country
has vanished. The govern-
mental crisisthat caused the
early election did not have
any specific political cause.
It wasdirectly theresult of a
severe economic deadlock
and bankruptcy. Re-arrang-
ingthepalitica formationwill
not solve this economic cri-
sis. The Islamic party of
‘Justice and Development’
alongside its absurd and
empty hypocrisy about Is-
lamic‘justice’ turneditselec-
tion publicity to ‘develop-
ment’; following the outcome
of the e ections, with obvious
haste it hurried to reassure
itsallegianceto IMF policies
and itscommitment to follow
up the membership of the
European Union in order to
demonstrate that it is con-
scious of the major issues
facing society. The question
iswhether this party’s pres-
ence in the Turkish govern-
ment will diminish or add to
the deepening of the crisis.
The test of and key to the
future of this party therefore
liesinthe above question.

The problems of capitalist
development in Turkey, how-
ever, are more fundamental,
deep-seated and global and
itssolution isbeyond the abil-
ity of this upstart, untested
and reactionary party. Not
only isthis party incapabl e of
resolving these problems, but
the ascent of Islamic reac-
tion—inany form or shape—

at thetop of the Turkish gov-
ernment makes the pros-
pectsof resolving these prob-
lems even more complicated
and far fetched. For instance,
the Turkish bourgeoisie has
for many years realised that
Turkey’s entry into the Eu-
ropean Union unguestionably
provides a chance of mov-
ing out of thecrisisof devel-
opment that has engulfed
Turkey. Although Turkey is
the oldest applicant for EU
membership it isnot expected
to be given any clear assur-
ance from the EU heads of
states that are due to meet
in the Copenhagen in De-
cember. Turkey, a NATO
member, is and has been an
unswerving ally of the west
internationally and Israel
regionally. However, theun-
certain political future of this
country and doubt about the
long-term domination of
western capital on the politi-
cal and social atmosphere of
Turkey has aways been an
obstacleinthe entry of capi-
tal and inthe EU decision to
accept Turkey as a member.
This obstacle is not particu-
lar to Turkey; in other Mid-
dle Eastern countries, an un-
certain future and the con-
tribution of political ISlamin
this uncertainty has created
amagjor obstacle in the inte-
gration of this region in the
globa economy. The prob-
lem isthat in the current in-
ternational environment,
apart from existent problems,
the presence of an Islamic
party at the helm of Turkish
politicswill be an additional

ill fortuneand abolt fromthe
blue for ailing capitalism in
thiscountry.

Apart from these, at home,
this party, as a reactionary
movement on thefar-right of
the Turkish establishment
could impose dreadful re-
treats on the society, which
could be perceived by some
sections of the establishment
(including thearmy) and in-
ternational capital and spe-
cifically theIMF asvauable
for a period. For being al-
lowedtoremainin power, this
party could present the bour-
geoisie with the following
gifts: in the economic field:
sending women to their
homes, inthe political field:
adding adoseof ISamtothe
‘secularism’ of the state ma-
chinery and in the cultural
field: expanding Idamic, ori-
ental and rura cultureinthe
modern, urban and European
environment of society. The
ascent of this Islamic party
will once again revive the
dirty dealings of theinterna-
tional bourgeoisiewithIdam
in the well-known format of
thereactionary problematics
such asgood and bad Islam,
ashaved and groomed Ilam
against ‘fundamentalist’ Is-
lam, Islam’s compatibility
with democracy, secularism
and modernity(!!), aswell as
culturd relativismand in brief
turn Islam into apolein the
bourgeois€ sideologica con-
test against the working
class and deprived people.

However, based on the hith-

erto historical development
of Turkish society, therole of
this party and generdly Is-
lamic reaction in the politics
of Turkey isatemporary and
transitional one. Political Is-
lam hasno chancein Turkey.
Even the capitalist way out
of the crisis of impoverish-
mentin Turkey isby distanc-
ing from Idam both culturaly
and politically. With the fall
of the Ottoman Empire after
the defeat in the First World
War, the Turkish bourgeoisie
managed to steer Turkish
society into an eraof moder-
nity and compatibility with
Europe and the west by
structurally breaking from
Islam and not by modifying
the Islamic Caliphate rule.
Today, even if the Turkish
bourgeoisie wishes to, it is
unable to return Islam at the
helm of society and turn so-
ciety into theunrealised dram
of Jamal-al-din Asad-Abadi.

From the view point of the
working classand the left in
society, one must emphasise
that the crisis-ridden and des-
perate Turkish society, more
than ever before, requires a
socidist dternativeto saveit
fromtheviciouscircleof mili-
tary or Islamic reaction’s
rule. Turkish society, the de-
velopment of the class strug-
gle, the liberation of the
workers and the dispos-
sessed will badly need a lu-
cid and powerful socialist
force. With all our power, we
must assist the ascendance
of such a movement.

Read M ansoor Hekmat’s Works on

www.wpiran.org/english.
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#™ smashed through and
i@l through. Revoking

> itto the death sentence

must not I|m|t itself to
revoking Aghajari’s
sentence alone. The
regime’s policy of ex-
ecution must be

Aghgjari’s death sen-
tence, the freedom of
q 4l political prisoners,

| the immediate end to
capital punishment, the

IEHA/PHOTO HAMID FOROODTAN

unconditional freedom of ex-
pression are the most funda-
mental issueswhich must be
emphasised inthese protests.

The Worker-communist
Party of Iran calls on free-
dom-loving people to join
these protests. Thisround of
struggles can force the re-
gime back and put an end to
capita punishment and ston-

ing.

NEW: WP publishes Weskly Summary of Press Rdeasss
Issued by the Worker-communist Party of Iran every FHiday.

To see, vigt: www.wpibrigfing.com or www.wpiran.org/English.

Edited by: Fariborz Pooya

For a Bater World
A TV Program by Ali Javadi

ViaSatellite, Channel 1
Tuesdays, In Persian
8:30pm Tehrantime

Ali_Javadi @yahoo.com

Lisen toRadio International
InPergan, Daly
on41 Meres, 7490 Kilohertz
8.00- 8:45pm Tehrantime
or onwww.radio-internationd.org

pportWH Campagn
agang Execution

Recently, tens of people
have been hanged from
cranes and stoned to death
in public by the Islamic re-
gime in Iran. Join the
Worker-communist Party
of Iranindemanding anend
to executions in Iran. You
can support the campaign
by sending thefollowing to
the Islamic regime's presi-
dent, Mohammad K hatami
at e-mail:

khatami @president.ir:

‘I strongly condemnthels-
lamic Republic of Iran for
its recent executions,
stonings, torture and sup-
pression and demand an
immediateendto all forms
of execution, torture and
suppression.” Send a copy
of your protest letter to
wpipr@ukonline.co.uk.
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Joinan|nternationd Movementagaing Executions

INlran

Asgar Karimi
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Theldamic Republic of Iran
has commenced anew wave
of executionsto instil terror
and force the protesting peo-
ple to retreat. In its 24 year
rule, the regime has commit-
ted one of the biggest mas-
sacres in contemporary his-
tory in order to suppress the
1979 Iranianrevolution. The
execution of more than hun-
dred thousand political oppo-
nents, including children and
youth, is part of its record.
Murder isan inseparable part
of this regime's identity. Is-
lamic rule is unimaginable
and impossible without ex-
ecution and torture.

Thelslamic Republic of Iran
isabout tofall. Initsdespera-
tion and to instil fear among
the people who have come
to the fore to overthrow it,
theldamic regimehasturned
to more executions. Follow-
ingarelativereductioninthe
number of executionsin the
90s, this policy has once

again been stepped

up in the last two lran Tehran
years. In recent 29 Sepmmber
years, the accused "

have mainly been Fa_;ram.dlmfnf

sentenced for selling
narcoticsor commit-
ting murder in show
trials. The purpose
of these executions,
however, is entirely
political and aimsto
frighten and warn
the protesting people
that the Islamic re-
gime has the capac-
ity of mass execu-
tions. Public hanging
from cranes and the
public flogging of
youthaidinthispur-
pose. Moreover, in
recent weeks and
months, there have
been an increasing
number of execu-
tions of political ac-
tivists, protesters
who have been ar-
rested during dem-
ondrations, ideologi-
cal opponents and
those accused of
blasphemy and insulting Is-
lamic sanctities.

Inthissituation, organisingan
internationa and comprehen-
sive movement against all
forms of executions in Iran
isvital. The regimeis frag-
ile; with the support of acon-
sistent and extensive move-
ment, it can be forced to re-
treat. It is the duty of all

workers' organisations, pro-
gressivepolitica parties, civil
rights institutions and pro-
gressive personalitiesto rec-
ognisethisurgency and fight
Islamic rule and executions
shoulder to shoulder with the
progressive struggle of the
people of Iran.

Join the Worker-communi st
Party of Iran’s international

campaign against the new
wave of executionslaunched
and support the people of
Iranagainst ISlamicrule. We
must defeat this new policy
of the Islamic regime. With
the defeat of this policy, the
Islamic Republic will be
weakened vis-a-vis the peo-
ple’'s movement for itsover-
throw.
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