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Letter of protest to UNHCR

13 November 2002

We the undersigned, strongly condemn the severity policy of the UNHCR-Branch Office in
Ankara. A policy which has taken some lives and caused human tragedies for the last 10
years.

We have been informed that Mr.Kamran Farmandeh, age 32, case no.F-1450, residing in
the city of Eskisehir, has committed suicide on Sunday night, 3 Novemeber 2002. He took a
very powerfull poision. Kamran has been hospilized in the hospital of the city. According to
his treating physicians, his general condition is critical and he is stil in coma. According to
the same doctors, only 2 of 10 people who take this poison would stay alive. Kamran has a
chance of surviving by 5%.

Kamran was to flee Iran one and half years ago. In order to resettle in a third and a safe
country, Kamran turned to UNHCR in Ankara. UNHCR refused to grant him Refugee Status.
Like many other Iranians who have fled the suppression and cruelty of the Iranian regime,
Kamran become a victim of the UNHCR severity policy. Kamran along with a group of
Iranian refugees who have ended in the same situation as Kamran has, protested the
severity policy of UNHCR in Ankara by writing letters and holding demonstrations. They
urged UNHCR reconsider thier asylum request but no one listened to them in spite of the
fact that they repeatedly mentioned that UNHCR is giving them no other choice but to
commit suicid one after the other. In a letter to UNHCR, they have stated that: "they prefer
to die in Turkey but to end in the hands of the Islamic regime”s executioners”.

The Iranian oppositions have in the past years repeatedly urged UNHCR in Ankara to adjust
its severity policy and protect the Iranian refugees who have been forced to leave Iran and
their return would bring them prison and cause them their lives. But UNHCR has igonred all
these suggestions and warnings. By continuation of such harsh policy, tens of Iranians died
in different ways and hundreds of others ended in Iranian prisons, subjected to tortur and
execution after that they were deported to Iran by Turkish police.

We demand that:

-UNHCR-Branch Office in Ankara take necessary and immediate actions to save
Kamran’s life. Kamran is in need of special attention, intensive care and advanced
medical treatment. He will be able to get all these in a European country. The poison
would damage his digestive system and other internal part of his body. For this
reason, he would need such extend and advanced medical treament even if he stays
alive.

According to doctors in Eskisehir hospital, the time is running out. Pateints in similar
situation would have only 10 to 15 days. If they get treatments they need during this
period of time, there will be chance to save their lives.

- UNHCR-Branch Office in Ankara re-open all the cases belonging to the above-
mentioned group of Iranian refugee, whose refugee status have ended in the same
situation as Kamran has, and equiped them with the necessary Refugee Status
immediately.

The names included in the group:

-Mr.Mohammad Khodsuz, case no.K-4284
Azita Ghodrati(wife)
Rozita Khodsuz/daughter-8 years)



-Mr.Afshin Farroki, case no. F-1381
-Mr.Heshmatollah Gharaee, case no.G-1769
-Mr.Javad Azimi, case no.A7833
Soraya Ahmadi(wife)
-Mrs. Forough-o-sadat Ayatollahi, case no.A-7531
Behrooz Hajihoseinzadeh(husband)
Fatemeh Hajihoseinzadeh(daughter-7 years)
Homa Hajihoseinzadeh(daughter-2 years)
-Mr.Mahmoud Jahandideh, case no. J-1402
Farideh Asadi Bijarboneh(wife)
Nazanin Jahandideh(daughter-3 years)
-Majid Azaenoosh, case no.A7836

3-UNHCR, in Geneva, dispatch a group to Ankara in order investigate the outcome of the
policy of UNHCR-Branch Office in Anakra, which has coused tragedies, the Kamran’s
tragedy in particular.

For more information please call Coordination Council of the Iranian Communist and
revolutionary left forces, in Sweden, on # 46 70 747 43 36.

Iranian Parties and organisations included in Coordination council :

-Communist Party of Iran

-Organisation of Fadaiian(Minority)

-Fadaiian Communist League

-New Movement of Iranian Communists

-Haste Aghaliat

-Iranian Ranjbaran Party

-Labour Council

-A group of Iranian Communist and revolutionary left activists



