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A Statement from the Islamic Associations of Iranians 
to Human Rights Organizations 

 
October 2002 

 
 
We, the Islamic Associations of Iranians, are an organization struggling for the 

establishment of freedom, independence, and democracy in Iran.  We would like, with 

utmost regret, to call attention to the fact that since the UN Commission on Human 

Rights removed Iran from its list of countries in which it monitors the observation of 

human rights, the human rights situation in Iran has worsened drastically and severely.   

 

The increase of executions, both political and non-political, and the harassment and 

sentencing of intellectuals, writers, journalists, and lawyers are obvious violations of 

human rights.  We here register our unqualified protest to policies of rapprochement with 

the Iranian regime, and of turning a blind eye to persistent human rights violations by this 

same regime.  We would like to remind European countries that they bear a heavy 

responsibility for the behavior of the Iranian regime in that regard.  We sincerely hope 

that European countries do not sacrifice their human duty to defend human rights for the 

sake of economic interests. 

 

 

The Islamic Association of Iranians   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Islamic Association of Iranians 

Adresse E-Mail : mei_ffml@hotmail.com 



 



 
 



A Report of Human Rights Violations in Iran 
January – October 2002 

 

Drafted by the Islamic Association of Iranians 
October 19, 2002 

 

 

§ During the year 2002, not only were political prisoners not freed; in fact, some of 

those who had been released were recalled.  In October 2002, groups of religious-

nationalist activists who had been arrested on unfounded accusations of ‘attempting 

to overthrow the regime’ were recalled to closed military courts and given long prison 

sentences (ranging from five months to eleven years).  They had already spent months 

in solitary confinement and had been temporarily released on heavy bond.  Their 

trials are still continuing. 

 

§ Many students who were arrested on July 9, 1999 after military forces waged a brutal 

attack on their dormitories are still imprisoned, facing long sentences of ten to fifteen 

years.  Meanwhile, their attackers have all been acquitted.  Needless to say, the 

conditions of political prisoners, some of whom are kept among ordinary criminals 

and drug traffickers, are extremely worrisome. 

 

§ In 1998, government agents in Iran assassinated a number of writers and dissident 

intellectuals.  This became infamous as the ‘serial killings.’  Most of the murderers 

who committed these killings, all of whom were members of the secret service 

(vezarat e etelat), were acquitted.  However, Naser Zar Afshan, the lawyer 

representing the victims’ families, was sentenced to seventy lashes and condemned to 

prison for five years.  He has been in prison since August 8, 2002.  His crime was to 

protest against the official show trials of the murderers. 

 

§ After the arrest and television ‘confessional’ of Siamak Poorzand, a seventy-two year 

old journalist, there is again a movement to file false accusations against writers, 

artists, intellectual dissidents, directors, and journalists.  In order to facilitate this, the 



judiciary authorities have created a new organization called the ‘Intelligence for the 

Judiciary System’ (Etelat e Goveye Gazaeeyeh).  The members of this group include 

the very same people who committed the serial killings mentioned above. 

 

§ In recent months, this new information agency has engaged in the surveillance of 

political forces, including journalists and some members of parliament.  This 

indicates that the judiciary system intends to increase the general atmosphere of fear 

and terror in order to pressurize supporters of reform into abandoning their political 

activities. 

 

§ On October 7, 2002, three Kurdish activists whose death sentences had been 

commuted to long internments were executed.  They had already spent five years in 

prisons in different towns in Kurdistan.  (Their names are listed below.)  

 

§ Following are the names of writers, journalists, and intellectual dissidents imprisoned 

in Iran for their political beliefs. 

 

1. Akbar Ganji is a writer and journalist who was arrested in 2000 and 
condemned to five years in prison.  His crime was to expose the leaders 
involved in the 1998 serial killings.  He is still in prison today. 

2. Emadedin Baghi is a writer who was sentenced to three years in prison in 
1998.  His crime was to play a leading role in exposing those involved in the 
serial killings. 

3. Said Sadr is a translator condemned to five years imprisonment.  His crime 
was to participate in the Berlin conference. 

4. Khalil Rustam Khani, a translator, was also arrested for participating in the 
Berlin conference.  He is currently serving his eight-year prison sentence. 

5. Siamak Poorzand is a journalist who was kidnapped in November 2001 and 
condemned to eight years in prison.  The reason for his arrest remains 
unknown. 

6. Naser Zar Afshan, lawyer and writer, was arrested in August 2002 and 
condemned to five years in prison and seventy lashes.  Afshan was 
representing the families of the victims of the serial killings. 

7. Hashem Agha Jari, a university scholar, was also arrested in August 2002 
after a university lecture in which he criticized the fundamentalist clergy.  He 
is still in prison. 



8. Heshmat Alla Tabarzadi, the leader of the Student Democratic Front (Jebhe 
ye Demokratike Daneshjouyi) and a political activist, was last arrested in July 
2002.  He is still in prison. 

 
 
§ Following are the names of students and youths imprisoned for their political beliefs 

and/or activities.  These include those arrested during and after the attack of 

government security forces on student dormitories in July 1999. 

 
1. Ahmad Batebi, arrested July 1999, sentenced to fifteen years in prison 
2. Manuchehr Mohamadi, arrested July 1999, sentenced to thirteen years in 

prison  
3. Akbar Mohamadi, arrested July 1999, sentenced to thirteen years in prison 
4. Behruz Javid Tehrani, arrested July 1999, sentenced to ten years in prison 
5. Mehrdad Lehrasbi, non-student, arrested July 1999, sentenced to ten years in 

prison 
6. Abbas Deldar, non-student, arrested July 1999, sentenced to ten years in 

prison 
7. Hamid Reza Tarazi was arrested in December 2001.  The reason for his 

arrest is unknown, as are the terms and conditions of his sentence. 
8. Omid Abbasqoli Zadeh was arrested in January 2002.  The reason for his 

arrest is unknown, as are the terms and conditions of his sentence. 
9. Parviz Safari was arrested in January 2002.  The reason for his arrest is 

unknown, as are the terms and conditions of his sentence. 
10. Babak Adel was arrested in January 2002.  The reason for his arrest is 

unknown, as are the terms and conditions of his sentence. 
11. Ali Afshari has been in prison for two years.  He was arrested after 

participating in the Berlin conference and after being subjected to severe 
physical and psychological pressure was forced to appear on a staged 
television confession.  

 
 
§ Following is a list of students who were arrested and detained for short periods of 

time: 

 

1. Boniad Shahmoradi, a medical student at Bu Ali Sina University in 
Hamadan, was arrested on January 5, 2002 after making a speech in which he 
protested against a sentence imposed on a member of parliament from 
Hamadan. 

2. Javad Rahim Poor, a student of economics and journalism, was kidnapped 
on January 21, 2002 and detained for two days.  After suffering severe 
beatings, he was released. 



3. Ali Reza Ajdadi was kidnapped on January 31, 2002.  He was freed after two 
days of severe beatings. 

4. Said Zadeh was kidnapped on February 16, 2002 and, after several hours of 
severe threats, was released.   

5. In addition, on this year’s anniversary of the dormitory attack, 140 students in 
Tehran and 94 in Esfahan were arrested and, after enduring long 
interrogations, were released. 

 
 
§ Following are the names of dissident clergymen who have been imprisoned in Iran: 

 

1. Hasan Yusefi Eshkevari was arrested in July 2002 after participating in the 
Berlin conference.  In October 2002, after spending two years in prison, a 
special clergy court finally sentenced him to seven years imprisonment.  
According to the court, he was guilty of stating that Islamic sharia is mutable, 
and that hejab should be voluntary.  Four of his seven years were imposed for 
this.  One year of his sentence was imposed for his participation in the Berlin 
conference, and two years were given for ‘disseminating lies’ about the 1998 
serial killings. 

2. Abdullah Nouri, the first home minister of Khatami’s government, was 
arrested three years ago and sentenced to five years in prison for defending the 
rights of citizens. 

3. Ahmad Ghabel, a journalist and religious intellectual, was arrested in January 
2002 by a special clergy court for publicly criticizing the Iranian religious 
leader, Khamenei.  He was freed on probation in May 2002. 

4. Ayatollah Montazeri has been under house arrest since 1998, after 
government agents attacked his house. 

 


