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Rise Up against Executions

In the past ten days, more
than ten people have been
hanged or stoned to death by
the Islamic regime in lran.
At least two, Hamzah
Ghaderi who had been im-
prisoned for five years and
Khaled Shoghi, awell known
political opponent, were po-
litical prisoners executed on
7 October 2002 in Orumieh.
Shoghi was executed under
theguiseof ‘distributing nar-
cotics . YunesAsadi and Goli
Nikkhoo, aman and woman,
were stoned to death in the
city of Naghadeh at the end
of September 2002. Nikkhoo
was stoned to death after
spending 11 yearsin prison.
Also, on September 29, five
young men by the names of
Amir Fakhri, Farhad
Aghlarian, Mgjid Ghasemi,
Payam Amini and Mehdi
Karbalaee Haidar were
hanged in public. Reports
have been received that
there are others awaiting ex-
ecution, including 19-year-old
Salar Kerdari for activities
against the regime, Ghader
Makhmal for taking part in
the recent prison protestsin
the city of Mahabad, and
Saeed Maasoori for opposi-
tion to the regime.

Executions have always
been one of the main tools
of the Islamic regime to
maintain power; the regime
has executed over one hun-
dred thousand peopleduring
its reign. In recent years,
though, public hangings,

stonings to death and flog-
gings have been used by the
Islamic regime to intimidate
and terrify the people who
have risen to overthrow this
regime. This is what they
have said themselves; ac-
cording to one of the re-
gime’s officials,
Mokhtarpour, ‘The sen-
tences must be carried out in
such away that their effects
on society can be seen.’
Thoughtheregimeisitsfina

days, it continues to torture
andkill. Thisisitstrade. With
or without Khatami, with or
without Khamanei, any day
in the life of the regime just
means more suppression and
morekilled.

These recent executions and
the arrests of 288 youth for
attending parties and
gatheringsduringthepasttwo
weeks in Tehran are the last
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attempts of a vulnerable
regime. We, advocates of
freedom, have brought this
regimeto its knees; we have
refused to submit to it and
defeateditspoliciesoneafter
the other. We can and must
put an end to executions and
arrests as well. We must not
dlow it to take any more

victims from us in its final
days. Any further execution
and arrest must be turned
intoasceneof protest against
the regime of Islamic
criminas, both in Iran and
internationally. Join the
WPI's campaign to end
executions in Iran once and
for all.

Read M ansoor
Hekmat’'s Works
on
WWW.wpiran.org/
english.

Join Demons

The Worker-communist Party of Iran has launched a
campaign against the Islamic Republic of Iran's
executionsinvariouscountrieson Saturday 19 October
2002. For details contact the WP!.

raionsagang Executionsin lran

Ghader Makhma Condemned to Death

Following the 2 September
prison protests in Mahabad
prison, theldamicregimehas
intensified pressure on the
prisoners there. Ghader
Makhmal, aprisonerwhowas
wounded when shot during
the protests by
M ohamadzadeh, the head of

prison guards, has been
condemned to death by
execution. According to
reports received by the WP
Kurdistan Committee,
Makhmal’s medical
treatment has been ceased
and he has been subjected to
torture and punishment after

he was condemned to dezth.
Heand thirty other prisoners
accused of ‘rioting’ are
currently facing torture and
interrogation. According to
received reports, one soldier
on duty who refused to stop
the protestors was shot dead
by Mohamadzadeh.

The WPl  Kurdistan
Committee strongly
condemns the atrocities
committed by the regime in
Mahabad prison and callson
people to protest against the
execution of Ghader
Makhmal and thetortureand
punishment of other prisoners.

For a Better World
A Television Program by Ali
Javadi

Via Satellite, Channel 1
Tuesdays, In Persian
8:30pm Tehran time

Ali_Javadi @yahoo.com

Liden to
Radio International
In Pergan, Dally
on 31 Meres, 9940 Kilohertz
8.00- 8:450m Tehrantime
or onwww.radic-interngtiond.org
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date a killing mechine, which
individuasrefertoforretribution?
Is jugtice a concept replacing
retribution? The meaning of
justiceshouldbediscussed | eter.
The concept isnot so objective
andbeyondthedasssystemthat
somemight think.

Question: Would not the
abolition of capital
punishment result in increased
crime?

Mansoor Hekmat: No, the
revarse. As | sad before, the
long ligt of state sponsored
murderswill immediatdy sop.
The US government and its
prosecutors are the busiest
professond murderers in that
country. The abolishment of
cgoitd punishmentislikearresing
150 serial killers at oncel
Furthermore, a society that
legdly permits the killing of
humanbeangscannever prevent
itsrepetitionbythegenerd public.
The abolition of capital
punishment and dedaring the
vaue of human life is the firg
dep in the druggle agang a
culture of murder in society.
Officid daidics dearly show
thetinHolland, Scandinaviaand
Britanwherecapitd punishment
are prohibited, the murder rate
(inraiotothepopulation) isfar
lessthan in the United States.

Quegtion: In your opinion,
what should be the objectives
of punishing criminals?

Mansoor Hekmat: | am not
aureif punishmentisbasicdly a
goodwordforahumanejudicid
sysem. In my opinion, adde
from prevention and removing
thesocid,economicandcultura
bases of crime, society must
firgt, with minimd use of force
and minimd deprivation of the
offender’s normd life, protect

itsdf from the repetition of an
offence. Secondly, it must help
theseindividud stransform. I think
that retributionand punishments
that meke examples of persons
must bebanned. Wemus reech
apointwheresociety sodisances
itsdf from violencethet it treets
itlikenaturd dissgters rushingin
tohdpthevictims mekingefforts
toavaiditsrepetitionandminimise
the damage, without sacrificing
anyoneby throwingtheminthe
volcano or the sea.

Quedtion: If the abalition of
capital punishment is to value
human life and the right to
live, then how do we pursue
the demand for the freedom of
political prisoners who have
killed innocent human beings
during the course of their
palitical actions? What should
be done to a fighter who has
planted a bomb on a bus or
other place and consequently
killed one or more persons?
Must we demand their
freedom?

Mansoor Hekmat: | do not
cdl an individud who plantsa
bomb on busss and planes, a
fighter. Unfortunately, for a
specific period, this method
became popular in some
legitimate movements and was
later devatedtoanart of killing
under the guise of palitics by
somereactionary movements. |
do nat have generd formulato
ded withthem. It dependsonthe
daethey arefightingagang, on
thejudicid sandardsof thegiven
country and itslegd legitimecy
andontheconditionsunderwhich
itoccurs. Inmy opinion, thecase
of thosewhobombnon-military
targetsisnotapolitica case. Itis
possble to provide secondary
political reasons for the crime,
but thecaseisnot apalitica one.
However, if those who have
atackednon-military targetsare

to be arrested and tried, severd
Wedtern presdents and prime
ministers hundredsof American
and European bureaucrats,
gengds and commanders will
be the fird to be accused. | see
no difference between Timathy
McVeghwho committed such
ameassve crime in Oklahoma
and thosewho bombed shdlters,
schools and houses, killing so
many in Baghdad.

Question: Which authority
mug try these?

Mansoor Hekmat: A power
that has legal legitimacy.
According to their definition,
despotic governments do not
have such legitimecy. In my
opinion, to try the genera
Schwartzkopfs and the Bin
Ladens, acceptablecourtscould
befound or cregted evenin this
bourgeoisworld.

Question: What is your
definition of a political
prisoner?

Mansoor Hekmat: In my
opinion, therearetwocategories
of political prisoners and
prisoners of war, which are
rlevant to this discusson. A
politica prisonerissomeonewho
is in prison for opposing a
govenmant. Acoordingly palitical
prisoners must be freed. There
should not beany trid. Anyone
who has caried out politica
adtivities agang a government
must not bearrested. Moreover,
prisoners of war have not
committedany crimesand must
not be deprived of ther civil
rights indudingfreedom. Thisof
course is not only a matter
between dates. In my opinion,
members of guerrilla
organisationswhohavededared
wa on daes and have been
captured must be entitled to the

samerightsas prisonersof war.
Current laws mugt profoundly
be changed in favour of these
prisoners. Imprisoning an
individua anddeprivinghim/her
of their norma life must be
banned. Butarrangementscould
bemadetopreventtheindividud
fromrejoininghigherarmy until
the end of the war or until it is
ensured that he will not take
patinthewar again. Findly,we
have another concept of war
caimes This concept must be
serioudy redefined and indude
dl ingances in which forces
atack non-military and civilian
dructures. In recent years, we
have witnessed the most
widespread war crimes
committed by westernand loca
governments in different
countries such as Iraq and
Y ugodavia Therearemanywar
crimindsthatroamfredyamong
peopl easleaders, nationd heroes
and patriotswho must betried.

Quedtion; What arethereasons
behind Islamic
fundamentalists insistence
and eagerness on annihilating
and killing their opponents?

Mansoor Hekmat: | have not
researched whether someoneis
firg dtracted to murdering and
then becomes an Islamic
fundamentdist or viceversabut
| am sure the answer is
somewherein your question.

The above is a summary of an
interview first published in
Persian in Khavaran, the
quarterly of the Organisation
in Defence of Political
Prisonersin Iran, Fall 2000. It
was reprinted in International
Weekly No. 26, November 3,
2000. The English verdonisa
reprint from WPl Briefing.
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Capitd Punishment: Themost Deplorableformof
Ddiberate Murder

|nterview with Mansoor Hekmat

Quedion: In its literature, the
Worker-communist Party of
Iran has dearly spoken about
the necessity of abolishing
capital punishment. What is
the WPI's reasoning behind
the necessity of abolishing
capital punishment?

Mansoor Hekmat: Capita
punishment is the state’s
terminology for murder.
Individuas murder each other,
but gatessentenceindividudsto
‘capital punishment.” The
demandtoendcapitd punishment
and prohibit murder gemsfrom
oppostiontointentiond, ddiberate
and planned murder of one by
the other. That adae or ruling
politica forceisrespongbledoes
not mekethedightest difference
to the fact that we are deding
withintentiona murder. Capitd
punishmertisthemostdeplorable
andgppdlingformofintentiona
murdersinceapalitica authority,
publicly, with prior notice, on

behdf of society, withtheutmost
legitimacy and ruthlessness,
decidestomurder someone, and
announces the date and time of
the evert.

Quegtion: Withtheabolishment
of capital punishment, how
can grievances befiled againg
murderers?

Mansoor Hekmat: It is an
interesting question. With the
abolishment of capital
punishment, right fromthedart,
aleedingmurderer, thestate, will
immediately be stopped. Your
question implies that capitd
punishment hasbeeninventedto
filegrievancesagang murderers
or that lawmakers found it
auitablefor the crime of murder
dterlengthy ddiberations Capitd
punishment, however, has
nothing to do with murder in
society. It hasitsown higory. It
is the gat€ srights and powers
over citizens today as a

continuation of thegate srights
and powers in the past. When
AghaMohammadKhanGhgar
blinds and kills residents of an
entire town, heis
not objecting to a
specific crime.
Whenahorsethief
in America is
hangedorasoldier
who has escaped
military sarviceis
executed, they are
not registering a
grievance in a
judicid sense, but
rather they are
putting people in
their places and
forcing them to
submittorulesand
regulaions. They areterrorisng
people. They are governing. In
today’ sworld, capital punishment
isnotjustaso-calledpunishment
formurder,itisdsoapunishment
for unauthorised sex, hoarding,
bdlievingincommonownership,
forming opposition parties,
mocking of god and prophets
homosexudlity, etc. From the
beginningof Saterule thekilling
of inhabitants has dways been
andisapillar of forcing people
into submisson. The higtory of
cgpita punishmentisnotfoundin
judicia debatesabout crimeand
punishment, but rather in the
higtory of dassruleandthedate.
Sates kill ther citizens today.
Thismust be sopped.

You &k if there is no capita
punishment, whet we can do
with murderers. The killing of
murderers is a repetition of
murder. This cannot be done.
What e se can be done depends

on the judida philosophy of

odiety. Inthe current system, a
murderer could be imprisoned.
Perhapsinanided society, people
could be protected from the
repetition of murder, or the
murderer could be made to
understand its offensiveness,
without even teking away hig
her freedom. Inanided society,
it may evenbepossbletocreste
conditionssothat pre-mediitated
murder does not occur.

Quedtion: Howwould the WP
treat the Pasdaran
(Revolutionary Guards) and
torturers who are captured
and found guilty of murder?

Mansoor Hekmat: There are
no capitd punishment or life
sentencesinour sysemof laws.
Clearly, these people should be
imprisoned and worked on 0
thet they can return to society
and beforgiven.

Question: Without capital
punishment, how will families
of the murdered obtain
justice?

Mansoor Hekmat: The idea
thetthefamily of thevictimowns
thevictim' sbloodandthatjustice
is a debt owed by socidty isa
backward and unacceptable
concept. The victim's family’s
sadnessandsorrowisundenisble
But if capitd punishment is
dlowedtogppessetharorrows,
why is murder not excused for
sgmilar emations? Can anyone
who has suffered humiliation,
been crushed, logt everything,
becomeadrug addict, bankrupt
or homdess commit murder to
gopease hitter emotions? Isthe
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