NATIONAL CONCILIATION OF IRAN MOVEMENT
http://www.ashti.org ashtimelli@hotmail.com
TEL/FAX : + 33320209572

N.C.I. M

328 rue Carnot
59150 Wattrelos
France

23 DEC 2003
U.N. Special Rapporteur on the Protection of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression
C/O Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
United Nations Office at Geneva
1211 Geneva 10
Switzerland

The Honarable Ambeyi Ligabo:

We are writing this letter to bring to your attention the condition of
student/political prisoners in Iran. Also, we would like to inform you of some of the recent
events that have taken place regarding the fate of student protestors and political prisoners
since your visit to Iran and your meetings with the prisoners and their families. At the same
time we would like to seek your help to remedy the situation.

Before we outline some of these events, prior to or after your visit, we would like
to remind you that during your visit many of the students told you that their lives would be in
danger for having spoken to you. They did this not to garner your sympathies, to ingratiate
themselves to you, or to exaggerate their case to provoke an immediate response, but rather to
simply remind you of the day-to-day realities that pro-democracy activists face in today’s
Iran.

Manoocher Mohammadi is a student and a political prisoner in the notorious Evin
prison. One of his family members spoke to you regarding his situation. After you left Iran, he
was lashed and sentenced to an additional one year in prison.

Mehrdad Heidarpour is another political prisoner in Evin. Again, one of his family
members talked to you regarding his case. After your visit, his 3-year prison term was
publicly confirmed. His wife, Mahlagha Fakhravar, was called before the revolutionary court
and was also threatened to prison term if she did not keep quiet. Now, she is sentenced to one
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year of prison term that because of her 18-month old baby, it is changed to two-year supended
sentence.

Iraj Jamshidi is another political prisoner in Evin. He was taken out of solitary
confinement shortly before your visit and placed in a better location to deceive you regarding
his situation. He was taken back to solitary confinement right after you left Iran.

Pressure on student/political prisoners is mounting in an astonishing scale. The
sections dedicated to solitary confinement in various prisons are places far from any sign or
sense of humanity for their helpless victims. According to the numerous statements made by
political prisoners, prisoners are constantly tortured in these chambers. The sanitary condition
of these cellsis far from the minimum standards set by civilized societies for tresting a human
being.

Amir- Abbas Fakhr-avar, Alireza Jabbari, Farzad Hamidi, Hojat Bakht-yari,
and Kourosh Sehati are student and/or political prisoners in Ghasr prison. They are
intentionally placed in the same place with criminals where they are continuously humiliated
and their lives are threatened. There have been at least three attempts on the life of Amir-
Abbas Fakhr-avar alone that had resulted in serious injuries to his ear, finger, eye, and face.
This is in addition to breaking one of his knees, wrist, and nose during the
interrogation/torture conducted by the agents of the Islamic regime in the office of Seyed-
majid Pour-seyf the head of the branch number 26 of the revolutionary court. Alireza Jabari, a
scholar and about 60 years old, is suffering from several health problems. His crime is
nothing but to express his opinion.

Farhad K ohandani is another political activist sentenced to 6 years of prison term, 5
months in solitary confinement, and 30 lashes.

Mariam Yoosef is another student activist. She had to spend two weeks in solitary
confinement.

Rosa Radbeh is a pro democracy student. She also had to spend two weeks in solitary
confinement.

Simin Ghazaghi is a pro democracy advocate. She was sentenced to 3 years in prison
and placed in Ghazvin prison among drug addicted prisoners. While in prison some members
of the so called revolutionary guard made the life unbearable for her 18 years old daughter in
order to put pressure on her mother.

The representative of Islamic regime, in most cases, for committing these
atrocities is the infamous judge Saeed Mortazavi. Of course the Islamic regime has never
been short of people like him.

One of the most notorious prisons in Iran is the Rajaa-ee Sharhr prison near
Tehran. The Iranian victims in this prison, as far as Islamic regime is concerned, practically
do not exist. For many political prisoners in this medieval prison it is the end of the road.
Many political prisoners have been killed under torture in this prison and they are indeed the
forgotten people. There is no announcement of their names or charges. Only scattered pieces
of news in regard to what is happening in that prison is smuggled out of it by those who will
soon disappear themselves without atrace. This is the place that an Israelite pilot whose plane
crashed in Lebanon is also held hostage. Apparently the Islamic regime’s intention is to
exchange the I sraelite pilot with the leader of Mojahedin organization, or other demands they

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com

may have from other countries. It has been the intention of the Islamic regime to transfer
some of the political prisoners such as Amir-Abbas Fakhr-avar to this prison but fortunately
the international pressure has stopped them from doing it at this moment. An international
investigating body is required to unravel the atrocities committed in this prison only.

The most obvious, serious, heinous, and dangerous case after your visit is the case
of Arzhang Davoudi and Ahmad Batebi that we would like to call your attention to it. In
particular we are concerned about Arzhang Davoudi’s fate whose life is in great danger. We
would not write about his case using these strong statements if we were not convinced that his
life is in imminent danger. Ahmad Batebi was abducted shortly after visiting you. Almost at
the same time Arzhang Davoudi, a friend of him and a pro-democracy advocate, was arrested.
They were both kept in solitary confinement in Evin prison. They were both tortured to
confess to crimes they did not commit. After several days, under the pressure from inside and
outside Iran, the representative of judicial branch of government, Saeed Mortazavi, admitted
that his people had abducted Ahmad Batebi. Ahmad Batebi was released from solitary
confinement and later he was released from prison temporarily, for two days, but Arzhang
Davoudi is still in solitary confinement and under unspeakable tortures to extract false
confessions from him. Arzhang Davoudi is not as prominent as Ahmad Batebi. He is about 50
years old and he has been helping Ahmad Batebi occasionally for humanitarian reasons. The
latest reports from the Evin prison indicate that he has been severely tortured to the point that
he is most probably blinded in the left eye. We can only guess as to the injuries he has
sustained beyond this. We request that you give this case your immediate attention and ask
the Iranian government to stop the torture and release him immediately.

As most of these tragic events took place after and because of your visit, or they
were hidden from you, we are requesting that you assume the leadership and initiate a serious
course of action to help these prisoners immediately. The political prisoners and their families
were hoping to improve their situations after visiting you. Instead, they or their beloved ones
are suffering more as a consequence of that visit. The course of action taken by Islamic
regime after your visit isaclear sign of disrespect for U.N. and the human rights.

Most certainly the scale and the scope of atrocities committed by the Islamic
regime are far beyond what we have cited in this letter and we believe you know that as well.
We are asking for the lives and freedom of our compatriots. We have heard many nice and
comforting words during the past 25 years followed by no serious action. Now, we are asking
for immediate action by the United Nations. We would like to request that a special
committee with long term appointment to be established by the United Nations to watch for
human rights violations in Iran. This committee must be placed inside Iran in order to be
effective. Thiswould be one the most helpful actions that can be taken by the United Nations.

Again, we request that you take immediate action to help the political prisonersin

Iran and give special attention to the case of Arzhang Davoudi whose life is in imminent
danger.

National Conciliation of Iran M ovement
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