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Houzan Mahmoud

The victims should
be punished, and

the criminal is set

free!

This Is the fair law
of the “liberators”!

We have seen how America attack

Iraqg, destroyed its socio-economic in-
aWe are delighted to see that Iraqi

frastructure, and created a politig
vacuum, and we have seen how

Islamic fundamental groups have €
ploited the situation and are terrorizir
women, forcing them to wear Hijal
More than ever we are hearing nc
that they throw acid on women'’s le
if they are walking in the streets with

out wearing socks, or if they are nolP
wearing gloves in this burning summer,

where the temperature reaches 45
grees!! Continue on page 2

Yanar Mohammed’s
Shelter has become
safe heaven for
women |

Mahmood Ketabchi’s Testimony
from his visit to Iraqg.

On Friday 1% July 2003Patricia

activists, gave a talk about their rec

trip to Irag. They were part of a ‘Unite

for Peace and Justice and Global -
Continue on Page 4

Letters to Equal
eRights Now

heomen’s issues have attracted 1
Xattention of many decent people all 0
'%he world who express their suppo
Y Many people have been interested si
e started writing our newspaper
J%ngllsh and circulating it via emails. W
ave received an enormous numbe
jetters of solidarity, which gave us a hu
dgaupport, and backing.

Continue on page3

Ackerman and Jodie Evans, two NYC,

Editorial Word

@ear Readers:

In this issue of Equal Rights Now! |
would like to say a few things. Firstly
as the occupation goes on there are
more violations of human rights
generally, and in particular women’s
rights, the amount of killing, abduction,
and rape is escalating and no one is held
responsible. In a country with no
mechanisms to protect the inhabitants,
women will be the first victims of any
iolations.
2Nthe imposed political parties in the
'druling council have a long established
agenda of opposing women’s
liberations. This, together with the
agenda of the American administration
in Irag means that we can expect the
worst, and women are now living in the
most outrageous situation.
We have received letters from many
h Qeople all over the world, we will publish
epOme letters from our dear readers.
Also we have some news from Iraqi
rtWOmens rights activists. | have to
NGfRention that Human Rights Watch
'npubllshed a report about the women’s
€situation in Iraq titled “ Climate of Fear,
I afexual violence against women in
gé3aghdad”

I hope you will have fruitful reading

Human Rights Watch Report on Iragi womer

Human Rights Watcbuly 2003Vol. 15, No. 7 (Epublished a report about women in Baghdad titElirhate of Fear: Sexual Violence
and Abduction of Women and Girls in Baghdad”. The 17-page report details cases of sexual violation and abductioBafbulsdn

from 25" May till 20 June 2003. The report indicates the impact this has had in raising fear for women, their access to meditariccatme
their access to educatiohhe report tackled the barriers to prosecution in such cases, police failure to investigate, the polic
vacuum, barriers to obtaining forensic medical examinations and the legal barriers to justice. You can downlod a copy
report from the Human Rights Watch websitevw.hrw.org.
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From Page 1 Raped women in the West are more abléhere are terror groups such as Islamic

to talk about their problems and see§roups that are another burden on women
- medical treatment, and counselling, sand their liberties.
The victims should... they are open about it somehow and théjhe occupying forces must withdraw
can talk about the amount of pain anftom Iraq, and hand over the ruling of
Even little girls are not safe. Thes@ressure they have been through. Thigaq back to the real Iragis who have
groups looted the medicine from hospikelps them to at least share these harganized themselves in different organi-
tals and took them to their mosques sors with someone else which could helgations, workers, women, young people,
people have to queue at their doors them to rebuild their lives in some wayunemployed, etc.
get an aspirin tablet. They have banndslit now in Iraq as well as a lack of anyVe want to see law restored and the
women from education and work. services to provide women with treateriminal justice system take place on a
The USA brought back to force the moshents and counselling, women'’s livegair and equal basis. We want to see the
reactionary Islamic norms and valuesre in a greater danger, under threat béalth system function as it should be,

which are highly discriminative againsbeing killed by the family. not closing their doors after noon. We
women, the USA has empowered them want to see policing going on wherever
in the so-called Governing council. ~ The attitude of people towards rape ithere is violation of women’s rights. They

Lack of law and order, lack of state angery backward and the reason for thaold us that the export of the oil is increas-
security has lead this society into thgoes back to their attitude towards seig, they told us how much it would in-
worst situation one could imagineand the importance of virginity of a girlcreased in the next 6 months, but they
Women are been abducted, killed angefore marriage. A non-virgin girl will can not say how, and when they will end
raped on a daily basis but they do naetot have a good chance of been wanteape killing and kidnapping women in
dare to reveal it. If they tell their ownby a man for marriage, so therefore thigaq. Itis beyond their abilities,We secu-
families they fear for their lives, becauseictim will have no respect in societylar people across the country are strug-
rape is bringing shame to the family’8asically, raped women and non-virgimgling for an equal and egalitarian society
“honour”, and in order for the shamayirls have no place in society. Previout be established in Iraq, and representa-
to be cleared, the family will kill their laws have institutionalised discriminatioriives of Iragi people from their own or-
own daughter. This is a very primitiveagainst women in relation to sex, maiganizations are the only ones who could
notion about women’s subordination teiage and divorce and in many othemanage the society in an equal and fair
men and family rules. spheres, but the situation for women wagay.

It is very difficult to imagine that a mannot as outrageous as it is now. There is no place for American adminis-
could kill his own daughter just to pleas&/omen’s liberty and freedom are irtration and its engineers for its New
others, or to show them that he is in comreat danger in Iraq, they are dying/Norld Order.

trol and is protecting the “honour” of hisThere is collective rape either by Ameti=
family. What kind of values and rulescan solders, or by Iraqgis in order to ta
are these in the 2Xkentury that allow revenge, women are been kidnapped
women to be battered in such brutal waysdld to other neighbouring countrieq
Yet the victim is the one to be punishethere is widespread prostitution in Irag
in the most inhumane way, after a hugehe question is - who is responsible®
amount of pain both physically, and psyit the Iragis themselves who are “sat
chologically and despite the horror ofied with the freedom and welfare thp
been killed later on by their own family,America brought for them” or is i
i.e. their father or brother. America and its allies who started a
She of course will try to hide it, becausén 1991 followed by 12 years of san
if it is revealed she will lose her life, andions, and who know are occupying t
the criminal is free with out investiga-country after destroying it complete 'y

tion or punishment. In this chaotic situaand who have imposed a bunch of pu Exhibition of phO-
tion where there are no proper authorpets who could only secure Americd’
ties, and even if they are established théyterests? tos about the dam-
will be treating the matter according tarhey have left the entire nation witt :
reactionary rules and values, most of thething, no electricity and water supply ages of war in

women will prefer not to report to theThese are the most basic need of h Iraq,displayed on the
authorities. man beings. There are no jobs, and|i
In other countries, raped women wilprotection in such a chaos, everyonq  Streets of USA by
receive some kind of services and th@oing what they want to, taking reveng ;
attitude of family and the society is muclkilling, rape, there are assassinatio Mahmood KetabChl’

different compared to the one in Irag. and Jennifer Fasulo

—
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To contact the Organisation of Women'’s

Launch of the Organization for Women'’s Freg:reedom inlraq and abroad contact
dom in |raq Celebrated in KlrkUk Yanar Mohamad:The editor in-chief of “Al

Mosawat” newspaper- email:
Hundreds of women and men gathered in Al Rehab Hall in Kirkuk to celebraté/?ﬂgrzooz@hmma"'com

foundation of the Organization of Women Freedom in Iraq. A gallery of phd¥@sik Ahmad: One of the founders of the
graphs was displayed showing women’s equality and freedom movementso@fdl iraq

their leaders during the past twelve years. Yanar Mohammed, the co-founder of

OWEFI and the editor-in-chief of AL Musawat, welcomed the attendees. A fﬁfﬁna": 1EE NG EEaS

about the activities of the “Women Protection Centre” was screened. The célag& Mahmood :Representative of the
saved the lives of tens of women during two years of its operation until it Wagg abroad: London-UK:
closed down because of the armed threats of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan.

In solidarity speech the representative of “Emancipative Women Movemerh2ffii64uk@yahoo.com

Kurdistan” expressed her support for the OWFI. The celebration was con¢luded

with the affiliation of forty men and women to OWFI. During the ceremony

woman threw her veil away amid the rapturous applause of the attendees
o q 4 .

‘omen in Iraq were denied their rights for| the
st 35 years, and even now after the regime clange,
hey are about to face the worst. They need to
et up women'’s organisation to defend their rights,
dvocacy centres, and refuges for protection, and
ewspapers to raise their awareness. Wonjen in
Irag need your help and support to be ahle to
ombat this difficult time they are going through.
oin our coalition, membership is free, be
t of us to achieve equal rights for Iraqi
omen.
ake a donation to the following bank ad-
ress:

ARCLAY BANK-UK
ort Code: 20- 80- 57
ccount No: 80 98 15 67
adia Mahmood

enthusiasm, especially among femir}
organizations.
Recently there was a talk given b
Patricia Ackerman and Jodie Eva
two NYC activists, on their recent tr
to Irag. They were part of a United fp
Peace and Justice and Global Exchan
delegation to Baghdad who went to §
up a Baghdad Watch Center, which wi
be monitoring the U.S. Occupation ap
the human rights situation in that coun

Women'’s rights activists from
IWFO participated in the
Unemployed Union’s demon-

Dear: Houzan Mahmoud

stration in Baghdad on the 29/ | | have just received and read throdgMECWR
07/2003 photo from German your newspaper and | would like to s
magazine Frankfurter Rundschau you my thoughts and care for all thdse e
ou have been going through.As| €@ Menas
From Page 1 %uman being w%ma?w teac%er lam interested in this. Is there any more
Letters to... mother | feel outrageous for all thep§0CUMentation about violations of

Women’s rights suffered under the
QpHa‘ath regime? My understanding was
that at least up until the Iran-lraq war,
fhe conditions of women politically and
economically, had improved compared
to other countries in the Middle East, for
example, Saudi Arabia,

In this issue of ERN, we would like taand | promise to do my best to supp
publish some letters we have receivesbur case. If this is not a problem
recently. Other letters will be publish iryou, will you allow me to translate i
the next coming issue. We want to sdyreek some of the paper’s material 3

a big thank you for all of your greaPublishittolocal newspapers?
support. Please take care!

Give my best to your associates.
. Cordially-Eva Skoudaropoulou

From Jennifer Fasulo: “My name 'SEninsh Language teacher Thank you
Jennifer Fasulo. | am a socialist feminigt; ina-Greece

living in Jersey. | want to tell you first Philippa Winkler,
that | have been distributing Yanar'®ear: HouzanMahmoud, Instructor

speech and the Equal Rights Nowthis is just to let you know that | suppg
Newspapers to people in at least fivilie aims and purposes of the irg
different states: NJ, NY, Philadelphiaywomen’s rights coalition and | will make : N
Massachusetts and Florida. It haghers aware of your effort as well pflorthern Arizona University

generated enormous interest ar{tfding ways to support them myself
Michele Birch-Conery-Canada

rt
c}4\Iomen’s Studies Program,
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From page 1

Yanar Mohammed’s Shelter....

Exchange’ delegation to Baghdad that went to set up a Baghdad Watch Center, which will be monitoring the U.S occu,
and the human rights situation in that countngré were more than 150 people present at the talk.

The stories they told about the conditions in Iraq were horrific. As they described it, things seem to be getting worse
day. There is more than 60% unemployment, and those who work often do not get paid. Lack of safety and sect
rampant. American soldiers are always ready to shoot. They are always aiming their guns at people. In addition, in Ba
alone, there are eight million guns in people’s hands. Lack of sufficient food, clean water and electricity are major prob
These were just a few examples. According to the speakers, people say the US is causing these problems or tha
just sits by and lets them occur so they can punish the Iragi people, humiliate them, and break their will to refuse t
occupation.

Also, the soldiers responded to the American activists with happiness to see them - the activists thought they woul
hostile reaction, but instead the soldiers were hopeful that their work would help them to get out of the country. The
spoke about how women in Iraq are being kidnapped, raped, murdered, and victimized through “honor killings.”
spoke about how Iragi women are being forced to stay home, forced out of their jobs, and forced into wearing the
They said they met Yanar and visited her organization and the women'’s shelter she is running. Her shelter has be
safe haven for many women running away from their abusive and violent homes. They spoke to women in the shelte
said they had nowhere else to go. They had a copy of the women’s newspaper El Mosawat (EQUALITY) and were
impressed with the work of the organization.

Yanar’s organization was excluded from a women'’s conference organized by a woman called Margaret Batty. She
“Gender Advisor” to Paul Bremer, the top US official running Iraq. They hand picked some of their cronies to particij
in the conference to talk about the future of women’s role in Irag.

They also spoke about the Union of Unemployed workers in Iraq that has tens of thousands of members. Yanar’s orgar
and UUI are in the same building. The women'’s organization and the shelter are on the second floor. The UUI f
offices in the first floor. This building used to be a bank. In an article in the London Economist they referred to the be
takeover as “the appropriation of a bank by the proletariat” The speakers said that despite how bleak the situatio
Iraqg, the women'’s organizations and the unemployed unions were hopeful signs of people’s effort to improve life for
people. |spoke too, and thanked them for their great work in Iraq, their report, and the support they have give tc
people and their struggle for freedom and equality. They were very happy that | had some literature with me. Anyv
was very nice to be there.

Contact Details of IWRC 's

Co-ordinators in different countries:

Houzan Mahmoud: UK-London Aroba Samir: USA

F-mail: iragwrc@hotmail.com E-mail: arobasamir@yal|oo.c«
Contact Number of IWRC:

Khayal Ibrahim: Canada Layla Mohammed: Australig

F-mail: khayal71@yahoo.ca 00 44 7956 88 3001 E-mail: layla4@ipirmus.com.gu

Halala Rafi: Sweden
: REahaktafi@hotmail.com




