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Executionsarenct aninternd affar!

Mohammad Shokohi

In recent weeks, the Islamic
Republic of Iran has once
againbegun another round of
publicexecutions. According
to the regime’ s newspapers,
from  September to
November 2002 more than
50 people have been
executedinpublic. Thebrutal
Islamic authorities have
stressed their continuati on of
such executions and have
referred to them as ‘a
necessity for confronting
those who bring public
disorder.” Based on reports
and news from rights
organisations, therehasbeen
an unprecedented increase
in the number of executions
and stonings. Nearly two
hundred executions and
twenty-two stonings have
been ‘reported’ in the last

year. Under these
circumstances, European
governments have

nonetheless decided to
further and more officially
supporttheldamicregimeof

Iran.

Inlieu of this, the European
Union hasbegunanew round
of negotiations with the
Islamic regime to develop
andexpandtheir political and
economic relations. In the
past several weeks alone,
several high-level delegates
fromBelgium, France, Britain
and Austriaand Switzerland
have visited the Islamic
regime of Iran. European
Union officials have
effectively approved the
inhuman policies of the
Islamic regime such as
executions and stoning with
the justification of ‘non-
interference in the judicia
and legal system of the
Islamicregime.” Inresponse
to the Austrian foreign
minister’s ‘polite’ question,
thelslamicregime’ sforeign
minister Kharazzi hasstated:
‘carrying-out Islamic laws
such as executions is our
affairs and an internal
matter.” Swiss foreign
minister Deissrecently said:
‘“Weareemphatic onrespect

for humanrights, butweonly
expressour viewsand do not
seek to interfere in the
internal affairs of any
country’. At the same time,
the regime’s officials are
making every effort to
persuade their European
friends to eliminate any
discussion on human rights
fromtheir officia negotiations
if they want improved
relations with the Islamic
regime.

In the meantime European
countriesincludingGermany,
France, Holland, Denmark,
and Belgium aretrying hard
not to pass the resolution on
the Islamic regime’s human
rights violations in the
European human rights
commission and to prevent
its submission to the United
Nations human rights
commission. Improved
relationsbetweenthelslamic
regime and European
countries have resulted in
more pressure on asylum
seekerswho comefrom Iran
to seek asylum in Europe.
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Most asylum seekers are
rejected and awaiting
deportation.

Government officialsinthese
countries shamelessly state
that thehumanrightssituation
in Iran has ‘improved’ and
there is no reason to seek
asylumor make' accusations
such as repression, torture
and execution against the
Islamic Republic. Thus, the
Islamic Republic continues
its executions while the
European Union supportsit.
The Islamic Republic
executes people in public
whileEuropeangovernments
arrest and deport asylum
seekers.

Irrespective of what the EU
and Islamic regime say, the
Islamicregime ssuppression
andexecutionarecondemned
by the people of Iran and
internationally. Rights
violationsarenot aninternal
issue. A vast international
protest movement must
condemnthelslamicregime
of Iran and expose the
European states for their
collaborationswiththeregime

Human Rights Violaionsin ran

Ramin Niakan

The International Federation
of Iranian Refugees (IFIR)
wouldliketodrawyour tention
tosomeof themoreegregious
human rights violations
perpetrated by the Islamic

Republicof Iran; humanrights
violations, which constitute
persecutionwithinthecontext
of the UN Refugee
Convention. Thesystemicand
statesponsored natureof many
of these abuses has generated
the flight of thousands of
Iranianswhohavebeenforced

to leave their homes to seek
refuge in asafer country, one
inwhichthey arenot subjectto
persecution or the threat
thereof. Theextremelevel sof
political repression and state
sanctioned violence in Iran
have been well documented
by many international human

rights and refugee rights
organisations, including the
International Federation of
Iranian Refugees, Amnesty
I nternational, etc.

Before elucidating on the
various forms of persecution
andthejudtifiablefearsof those
subjecttothestate swell-oiled
machineof socid andpolitical
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repression, it is important to
note the obligations of states
whose role it is to determine
refugee status. A process
which, in effect, determines
thefateof thousandsof Iranians
who, if not afforded afull and
fair gpplicationof boththel etter
and the spirit of the 1951
Conventionandthesubsequent
Protocol, facethepossibility of
continuedandsystematicstate
brutality, imprisonment, and
even death.

All parties to the 1951
Convention Relating to the
Statusof Refugeesaresubject
to article 33 of the document,
which forms the cornerstone
of refugee protection. Article
33, the prohibition against
refoulement, has its roots in
international customary law
and has subsequently been
defined in the UNHCR’s
ExecutiveCommitteeasalegd

standard from which states
arenot permitted to derogate.
Non-refoulement protects
refugees from being returned
in any manner whatsoever to
aterritory wheretheir livesor
freedoms are under threat.
This applies to prima facie
refugees before their status
has been determined.

Thehumanrightssituationin
Iran has continued to
deterioratedespitewhat some
analysts see as a slight
‘liberdisation’. Infact,nosuch
‘liberalisation’ hastakenplace.
ThehumanrightsSituationis
S0 dire that the regime has
prohibited any UN specid
representatives from even
entering the country to make
assessments of their own.

A. Palitica Violence: Under
theldamicregime sregulation
regardingpolitical oppostion,
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beings’

Mansoor Hekmat (1951-2002)

vast humanmassaroundthemost modernand humane
advancesof humanity, unconditionaly defendingtheir
righttoasylum, andcreatinganinternational organisation
without takinginto cons derationpeopl € snationality,
religion, sex and or political affiliation became an
immediate necessity. Creating the International
Federation of |ranian Refugees(IFIR) wasM ansoor
Hekmat’ sresponseto these conditions. Ashe said:
‘Our entirelifestory ischanging thelivesof human

With the bloody
suppression of the
revolutioninlranandthe
imposition of an ultra-
reactionary life on the
peopl e, tensof thousands
of humanbeings,aoneand
withoutorganisation, fled
theldamicRepublicof Iran
insearch of security and

tranquillity. Organisngthis

parties are not allowed to
espouse their dissent.
Hundredsof political activists
have been arrested, tortured
andkilledandmany still linger
in prison. A series of killings
and ‘disappearances’ of
independent writers, activists
and government critics at the
endof 1998ultimately reveded
the involvement of state
officdsintheillegd andviolent
suppression of dissent. Of
particular concern is the
relatively new emergence of
illegal detention centres
throughout the country.
According to arecent Human
Rights Watch report, these
detention facilities are
administered by clandegtine
paramilitary forces and the
Pasdaran. The whereabouts
of detainees are kept secret
and‘itisprecisely duringsuch
periods of incommunicado
detention that individuals are
a the greatest risk of being
torturedor otherwisepressured
intomakingconfessons.' ! This
samereport notestheincrease
in public executions and
floggings, which reflect the
widespread campaign to
intimidate and silence
advocates of greater politica
freedom and critics of State

policy.

B. Freedomof Expression: An
independent pressisbannedin
Iran and journdists are not
alowedtowriteor publishthe
journals, magazines or
newspapers that reflect their
dissent. Anindependent press
is prohibited. Over the past
year and a hdf, over fifty
newspaperslinkedtoafaction
of theregimehavebeenclosed
down and their editors and
reporters have been

imprisoned. Theconservative
judiciary haseven referred to
government newspapers as
‘satanic’ and seeking to
undermine the Islamic
character of the state. There
is no meaningful freedom of
expression or freedom of the
presswhere voices of dissent
are summarily silenced and
advocates of free speech are
crushed and branded as
enemies of the state.
Moreover, Iran isasignatory
tothe International Covenant
on Civil and Politica Rights,
whichitratifiedin1975.Iranis
obliged, therefore, by itstreaty
commitmentstoprovideafull
panoply of rightstodll citizens
withoutdiscriminationonsuch
grounds as ‘palitical or other
opinion.” The state here is
clearly in violation of its
internationally recognised
obligationsanddutiesandthose
who chalengethishave been
subject to the most arbitrary
and brutal formsof detention,
torture, and long term
imprisonment.

C.Unfairtridsbyrevolutionary
courts: As a mechanism for
slencingcriticismandpoalitica
opponents, thisldamicregime
has set up special courts
wieldingabsolutepower. They
can ater or reverse any other
decision that has been handed
down by any other courts
withoutforma judicid review.
Records show that nearly a
hundred thousand people,
includingpolitical opponents,
have been sentenced to desth
or killed since the Idamic
regimetook power. Thereare
no juriesto deliberate and no
lawyers assigned to defend
the accused. Judges in
revolutionary courts, who are
usualy religiousclerics, play
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the roles of prosecutor,
defender, judgeandjury. The
systemisfraught withterrible
injusticesastriaslack binding
evidentiary sandards, burdens
of proof are random, and the
application of thelaw isoften
arbitrary and capricious.

D. Degth penalty: The death
pendty is routinely handed
down in connection with
charges of membership in
opposition parties (often
trumped up chargesof spying
and threatening national
security) inadditiontocharges
of murder, drugtrafficking,and
armed robbery. There are
numerous young people and
childrenwho, accordingtothe
government’s own records,
have been publicly hanged.
Additionaly, peoplehavebeen
targeted for extrajudicial
executions and stonings for
their sexudity, ‘adultery’ or
‘sodomy’.

E. Women/Sexudity: Women
inlranencounter violenceand
discrimination at all levels.
Violenceagainstwomenisnot
only condoned but also
perpetrated by the Islamic
Republic of Iran, and is
prevalent both in government
ingtitutionsand domestic life.
No safeguardsexist to protect
womenin Iran.

The sexual apartheid that
permestessocial, cultural and
politicd lifeinlranconstitutes
a form of oppression and
persecution that createsof the
majority a second-class
citizenry. Women's dress,
work, socialising, familial and
intimate  relationships,
reproductionandsexudity are
all subjecttocontrol, either by

mae family members or the
state. Women's autonomy,
forms of cultural expression,
andfreedomof movementare
severdy circumscribed. Laws
that criminalize adultery or
fornication are
disproportionately usedagainst
women and create an
additional risk of persecution
forwomenwhoarevictimsof
sexual violence. Sexual
violence against women
happens a an aarming rate
and the gdituation for femae
prisoners, subject to sexud
advances, rape, unnecessary
physical searches, and
degradingpat downsby prison
personnel, isevenworse. The
regime' s failure to prosecute
offenders, both of sexual
violence and of domestic
abuse, denieswomenequality
before the law and the
effective protection of the
date. It is important to note
that, starting in the 1990s
several countries began to
acknowledge that women
suffer from gender-specific
formsof persecutionthat must
berecognized under the 1951
Refugee Convention. Since
then, womenhavesuccessfully
sought protection from many
formsof persecutionincluding
sexualized violence, gender
specific punishments and
“honour’ crimes.

Furthermore, Iran imposes
severe crimina pendlties for
private sex acts between
consenting adults, which the
state deems immoral. Police
and other members of the
security forces actively
participate in the persecution
of lesbians, gay men, and
transgender people, including
their arbitrary detention and

torture. Pervasive biasin the
criminal justice system
effectively precludes them
from seeking any redress.
Since 1993, the UNHCR has
recognized in many advisory
opinionsthat gaysandleshbians
qualify as members of a
‘gpecific socid group’ for the
purposes of the 1951
Convention. Accordingtothe
UNHCR publication,
Protecting Refugeses, ‘it isthe
policy of the UNHCR that
persons facing attack,
inhumanetreatment, or serious
discriminationbecauseof their
homosexuality, and whose
governments are unable or
unwilling to protect them,
should be recognized as
refugees.’

F. Religious and Ethnic
minorities: Inaccordancewith
its treaty obligations, Iran is
prohibitedfromdiscriminating
on the bases of ‘race, colour,
sex, language, religion, politica
or other opinion, national or
socid origin, property, birthor
other status.’? The Idamic
regime, however, with its
Idamicinterpretation, paysonly
lip service to the principle of
non-discriminationonthebass
of religion as laid out in
international law. Therearea
number of Baha iswho have
been detained in recent years
andprohibitedfrompractising
theirreligion. Thesamecanbe
sadof IranianChrigtians, Jews
and Zoroastrians, not to
mentiontheplight of thosewho
denouncerdigionorareathe .

Similarly, ethnic minorities,
including Azeris, Bauchis,
Kurds, Arabsand others, have
beensubjecttostatesponsored
discriminationbased solely on

theirmembershipinaparticular
ethnic  group. This
discrimination, deprivation,
alienation or oppression rises
to thelevel of persecution.

While few states have taken
the step of precisaly defining
‘persecution’ or even the
companionnotionof the' well
founded fear’, the UNHCR
hasmadeacontributiontothe
evolvingstandardswhichmust
form the bare minimum from
which statesand the UNHCR
must operate. The UNHCR
has stated that ‘ From Article
330f theConvention,itmay be
inferred that athreat to life or
freedom on the account of
race, religion, nationality,
political or other opinion or
membership in a particular
social group is always
persecution. Other serious
violations of human rights —
for the same reasons—would
a so condtitute persecution.’3

In conclusion, thereis ample
empirical evidence that
repressionandpersecutionare
rifein Iran. The UN Refugee
Convention and Protocol and
universd civil rightsnormsand
standards require that those
who are fleeing the Idamic
Republicof Iranfor reasonsof
race, religion, political opinion,
membership in a particular
social group, and rights
violationsanddiscriminationbe
granted protectionandasylum.

1 Hanny Megally, Executive Director of Human
RightsWatch, MiddleEastandNorth AfricaDivision
2International CovenantonCivil and Political Rights
3 Officeof the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
Handbook on Procedures and Criteria for
Determining Refugee Status Under the 1951
Convention and 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status

of Refugees. (Geneva:1971) para 51

Secial thanks to Samatha
Kostmayer for her assistance
in preparing this document.
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JOIN IFIR

* | wish to join the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) as.
__ Member (£25.00 p.a.) __ Affiliated Group (£100.00 p.a.)
* | wishto make adonation of; £ | wish to subscribe to Hambastegi English or Iran Monitor: _ (£50.00 p.a.)

Name: E-mail:
Address:

Please make cheques payable to the International Federation of Iranian Refugeesand mail to P. O. Box 27236, L ondon
N11 2ZF.

* | wish to make a standing order:

To: The Manager of (your Bank)

(Address of your Bank)

Please pay the International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) the sum of £ each month / quarter

/ year (delete as appropriate) until further notice and debit my Account no: Sort Code:
starting on (date):

Name: Address:
Signature:

[FOR OFFICE USE ONLY] To: International Federation of Iranian Refugees, Lloyds TSB bank plc. Sort Code:
30-99-86, account no. 0057223.

|FIR Country Directors |FIR Contacts:

Australia: Arsalan Nazeri, Tel: +61 401005422, ) . .
ifir@iprimus.com.au; Azer baijan: Hassan Dadbar, Tel: Maryam NamaZIe, Executive D_IreCt(?r

+994503246259, ifirbaku@yahoo.com; Belgium: Hossein | | Keyvan Javid, Deputy Executive Director
Pesh Ehsan, Tel: + 32478 904 163, ifirbe@hotmail.com;
Canada: Siamak Amjadi, Siamak_Amjadi @Y ahoo.Czg;

Denmark: Mahmoud Gasvini, Tel: +45 2049 3098, L. .
nahid@mail.danbbs.dk; England: Saeed Arman, Te!: Vigt IFIR sitefor latest

+447931866985, s.arman@ukonline.co.uk; Finland: Amir . :
Tavakoli, Tel: +358405821776, tavakoli @hotmail .com: international refugee news,

Germany: Nasrin Ramzanali, Tel: +49 172 5350946, urgent actions and press
ifirgermany @web.de; Greece: Surush Naurasi, i
+31619766998, ifir@ukonline.co.uk; I ndia: AbbasRezai rel eases.

and Ghafor Zareen, +31619766998, ifir@ukonline.co.uk;
Norway: Ghafar Gholamveysi, Tel: +47 40851738,

www.hambastegi.org

ghafar@chello.no; Sweden: Esmaeil Moloodi, Tel: +46 Editor: MaryamNamazie
704920349, ifrs@hotmail.com; Switzer land: Mahmood ) R .

Rahbary, Tel +41787957581,m rahbary@hotmail.com; | | 1" anslator: Lalli Panahi

Turkey: Morad Shaikh, +31619766998, | E-mail: ifir@ukonline.co.uk

ifir@ukonline.co.uk; United States: Afsaneh Rahimi, | | T€l: +44 7730107 337; Fax: +44 8701351303
Tel: +1310413 1578, RahimiA2000@yahoo.com P.O. Box 27236, London N11 2ZF, England
www.hambastegi.org




